On the Vedic Prosody

The Vedic Meters are called Chandas. In RV there are few varieties of chandas: 5
syllables in pada (foot), which rare, 8, 11 and 12.

1) 5sillablesinapada: v U U, combined in the tetrameter build dvipada
viraj (very rare meter):
pasva na tayum | guha catantam |
namo yujantam | namo vahantam ||

2) 8 syllables meter, usually iambic, consists of two feet:

U_u_ |u__uu| agnim ile purohitam |

a) when combined in the trimeter gives Gayatri:
agnim 1le purohitam |
yajfiasya devam rtvijam |
hotaram ratnadhatamam ||
b) when combined in four, tetrameter, then it builds anustubh (2 and 2
padas)
¢) when combined in five, pentameter, it gives pankti (2 and 3 padas)
d) when combined in six, hexameter, it gives mahapankti (2 and 4 padas);
e) when combined in seven, heptameter, it gives $akvari, (3 and 4 padas).

1) 11 syllables pada, combined in the tetrameter is called tristubh. It is the first
most used chandas in RV (2/5 hymns). It is of two kinds:

U, wu | _ u__u | abodhi hota yajathaya devan

a) U v, uu | U U | yahva iva pra vayam ujjihanah
U U

2) Jagati is the third most used meter in the RV. It has four padas and twelve
syllables in a pada which are of two different kinds:

| tuvam agne atithim parviydm visah

a v v ,uu | v v
| pratndm pratnasa Gtaye sahaskrta

_ vy
by u v vuww | U UuU

The caesura is falling after the fourth or the fifth syllable and the cadenza is always of
five syllables. It has mainly iambic, and in this sense it differs from tristubh where in

cadenza it mainly trochaic.

Sometimes the term dimeter is used for metrical schemes based on the 8-syllable
(gayatri) pada, there being a two-fold division of a pada into opening and cadence;
and the term trimeter for schemes based on 11-syllable (tristubh) or 12-syllable (jagat)
padas, the division being into opening, break and cadence. The principal difference
between the two forms of trimeter is in the rhythm of the cadence: generally trochaic



for tristubh padas and iambic for jagati padas. Except for one significant collection,
gayatri padas are also generally iambic in the cadence.!

There are other more extended meters which are only a combination of the 8 and 12
syllabic padas:

a) 88,12 - usnih;

b) 12 8,8 - purausnih;

c) 812,8 - kakubh;

d) 88,12 8- brhati;

e) 12 8, 12 8 - satobrhati;

f) 888, 88, 12 8 — atisakvari;

g) 12128, 88, 12 8 - atyasti;

h) 88,128, 12 8, 12 8 — barhata pragatha (comb. of brhati with satobrhati);
i) 8128, 128, 12 8 — kakubha-pragatha (comb. of kakubh with satobrhati).

Some examples:
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tuvam agna | rtayavah sdm idhire | pratndm pratnasa | Gtaye sahaskrta |
puruscandram | yajatam visvadhayasam | ddminasam | grhapatim vareniyam 5.008.01
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Tristubh:
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! From Wikipediya.



abodhi agnlh samidha jananam pratn dhenim ivayati m usasam
yahva iva pra vayam ujjihanah pra bhanavah sisrate nakam acha 5.001.01

abodhi hota yajathaya devén ardhvé agnih sumanah pratar asthat
samiddhasya rusad adarsi pajo mahan devas tamaso nir amoci 5.001.02

Gayatri:
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